
 

 

 

 

 

ISD 728 Families (this information was already shared by individual schools), 
 
As we begin the 2019-2020 school year, ISD 728 is updating families to the dangers of vaping and tobacco use as 
increases in nicotine usage by teens have spiked in recent years, primarily with the use of e-cigarettes. According to 
multiple news outlets, several states have reported hospitalizations and deaths that have been attributed to vaping and 
e-cigarette use - making this a top issue for school staff.  
 
Facts:  On October 2, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz declared “vaping is a public health crisis for young Minnesotans and 
it is critical that we act now to bring the rate down” as a reaction to the report from the Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH) that one in four 11th graders reported using an e-cigarette in the last 30 days.  Similarly the ISD 728 2019 
Minnesota Student Survey results show that 32 percent of ISD 728 11th-graders used tobacco in the last 30 days. Much 
of this increase was due to e-cigarettes, with high-school e-cigarette use increasing by 50 percent in the last three years.  
 
Risks:  The nicotine in e-cigarettes acts as a gateway to other at-risk behavior. Studies indicate young adults who smoke 
or who use e-cigarettes are much more likely to binge drink. Others show a correlation between nicotine and the use of 
other drugs, such as marijuana, cocaine, and methamphetamines. What’s more, the use of e-cigarettes has also been 
shown to predict future cigarette use among youth who have never smoked cigarettes, with e-cigarette users are twice as 
likely to become cigarette smokers. 
 
Prevention:  ISD 728 will continue it’s multi-faceted approach to combat this epidemic which includes education and policy 
enforcement. We need your help to make a difference! 
 

Education 
Parents are the most powerful influence in a child’s life.  We encourage you to have conversations with young 
people on the dangers of using e-cigarettes and other vaping devices.  You may find following education 
resources helpful: 
 

● 8 Things to Know About Vaping. (Sherburne County Substance Use Prevention Coalition) 
● ISD 728 Prevention & Safety webpage 
● Should I Talk to My Kids About Vaping? (Twin Cities Medical Society) 

 
Policy Enforcement 
All tobacco use, including e-cigarettes, is prohibited by state law in public schools. It is illegal for retail merchants 
to sell e-cigarette products to youth under age 18. Products brought to ISD 728 schools will be confiscated by 
administrators and staff, who are supported by our School Resource Officers. The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has classified vaping liquids as a pesticide, thus they are hazardous waste. Please be advised that 
this labeling could potentially carry additional consequences if these items are carried onto school grounds. We 
will continue to partner with local law enforcement to enforce tobacco-free school policies to promote a safe and 
healthy learning environment.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of a safe and healthy learning environment for all.  

Your Prevention & Safety team 

 

 

https://youtu.be/55k6Cfmf0OU
https://www.isd728.org/Page/4611
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5759add08a65e2dfe9ee213c/t/5a5fa88c8165f524df9020d5/1517925672196/Talk+to+Kids+about+Vaping+infographic+1-5-18.pdf
https://www.isd728.org/domain/115

